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Everything, therefore, which in any way points
to it, and, therefore, most dangers and powers over
which we have little control, are in some degree
sublime.
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That of ideas of beauty will lead us to compare
them in their attainment, first of what is agreeable
in technical matters, then in color and composition,
finally and chiefly, in the purity of their
conceptions of the ideal.

And that of ideas of relation will lead us to
compare them as originators of just thought.
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The fact 1is, that sublimity is not a specific
term, —not a term descriptive of the effect of a
particular class of ideas.Anything which elevates the
mind is sublime, and elevation of mind is produced
by the contemplation of greatness of any kind; but
chiefly, of course, by the greatness of the noblest
things. Sublimity is, therefore, only another word for
the effect of greatness upon the feelings.
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There is no sublimity in the agony of terror.
Whether do we trace it most in the cry to the
mountains, “fall on us, ” and to the hills, “cover
us, ” or in the calmness of the prophecy—” And
though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in
my flesh I shall see God?”
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