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She came downstairs nervously.She was wearing a
new net blouse that she thought became her.It had a
high collar with a tiny ruff, reminding her of Mary,
Queen of Scots, and making her, she thought, look
wonderfully a woman, and dignified.mj
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She did not ask them to sit.She just stood in the
door and listened quietly until the spokesman came to
a stumbling halt.Then they could hear the invisible
watch ticking at the end of the gold chain

Her voice was dry and cold. “I have no taxes in
Jefferson. Colonel Sartoris explained it to me.Perhaps
one of you can gain access to the city records and
satisfy yourselves.”

“But we have.We are the city authorities, Miss
Emily.Didn’t you get a notice from the sheriff,
signed by him?”

“T received a paper, yes, 7 Miss Emily
said. “Perhaps he considers himself the sheriff...I
have no taxes in Jefferson.”

“But there is nothing on the books to show
that, you see We must go by the—"

“See Colonel Sartoris.I have no taxes in
Jefferson.”

“But, Miss Emily——"
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“See Colonel Sartoris.” (Colonel Sartoris had
been dead almost ten years.) “I have no taxes in

Jefferson. Tobe!” The Negro appeared. “Show these

gentlemen out.” ™
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